U.S. Department of Justice

Office of Information and Privacy

Telephone: (202) 514-3642 Washington, D.C. 20530

October 15, 2001

MEMORANDUM

TO: Principal FOIA Administrative and Legal
Contacts at All Federal Agencies

FROM: ichard L. Huff

aniel J. Metcalfe
o-Directors
Office of Information and Privacy

SUBJECT: New Attorney General Memorandum on the FOIA

Enclosed is a new policy memorandum on the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act that was issued by Attorney General John Ashcroft this
past Friday evening, October 12, 2001.

As you can see, Attorney General Ashcroft's FOIA Memorandum
establishes a new "sound legal basis" standard governing the
defense of Freedom of Information Act lawsuits by the Department
of Justice. It also recognizes the continued agency practice of
making discretionary disclosures of exempt information under the
Act, subject to statutory prohibitions and careful agency consid-
eration of all institutional, commercial, and personal interests
involved.

This new statement of FOIA policy supersedes the FOIA policy
statement that was issued by the Department of Justice in October
1993, and it is effective immediately. The presidential statement
on the FOIA that was issued in 1993 remains in effect.

Please ensure that this new FOIA policy memorandum is dis-
tributed widely within your agency as expeditiously as possible.
Additionally, we will be distributing and discussing it at a FOIA
Officers Conference to be held on Thursday, October 18, at the
Commerce Department's Main Auditorium, at 10:00 a.m. It also is
being made available through FOIA Post on the Department of Jus-
tice's FOIA Web site as of today.

Do not hesitate to contact OIP, through its FOIA Counselor
service, at (202) 514-3642, with any question about this FOIA pol-

icy memorandum or any other aspect of FOIA administration.
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